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during the operation, but the fire from the covering ships and
destroyers in Morto Bay dispersed the enemy, and the party
re-embarked without loss, having completed the destruction of
all the guns in Fort 3.

During the night of ist-znd March minesweepers, covered
by destroyers, entered the Straits and swept to within 3,000 yards
of Kephez Point. When abreast of Suan Dere River, the enemy
opened fire, and the sweepers retired, destroyers covering the
withdrawal. No vessel was hit.                         ^

On znd March, the Canopus, Smftsure and Cornmllis engaged
Batteries 7 (the new defences in the vicinity of Suan Dere River)
and 8. They were again much annoyed by concealed guns,
but they had no casualties and suffered very little damage.

On ist and 2nd March the French squadron reconnoitred
the Gulf of Xeros, bombarding the forts and earthworks of the
Bulair Lines and the bridge over KavaL French minesweepers
swept along the coast, but discovered no mines.

During the night of 2nd March our destroyers and mine-
sweepers continued the attack on the Kephez minefield, but
made no progress in the face of heavy fire, although no vessel
was hit.

On 3rd March the Albion, Prince George and Triumph attacked
Batteries 7 and 8, and during the night sweeping operations con-
tinued. Very little progress was made in the face of the enemy's
fire, but again we sustained neither casualties nor damage.

The landing operation to destroy all the guns in the fortified
areas at the entrance to the Straits was postponed from day to
day, as the Admiral did not wish it to take pkce without a
preliminary seaplane reconnaissance, and in the meantime the
enemy, who no doubt anticipated an attack, had ample time to
make preparations to meet it.

On the morning of the 4th, seaplanes were able to examine
the vicinity of the forts and the villages near them, and reported
no movement of troops. At 10 a.m. demolition parties were
landed at Sedd el Bahr and Kum Kale, supported by 250 men of
the Royal Marine Brigade on either side.

Both parties met with opposition. At Sedd el Bahr no
progress could be made, and the party withdrew at 3 p.m. At
Kum Kale an attempt was made to reach Fort 4, but without
success, the enemy being in some force in well-concealed trenches,